Genetic nature of vitiligo.
Four hundred vitiligo patients and 100 non-vitiliginous controls were studied to find out the prevalence of vitiligo in relatives of patients and controls. The difference was found to be statistically highly significant. The data reflected that there is some genetic mechanism involved in the etiology of vitiligo. Respective relatives of all forms of the disease in the vitiligo group showed a clear preponderance compared to controls. There was clustering of affected relatives in vitiligo cases compared to controls. The ratio of affected and unaffected siblings with unaffected parents or one parent affected, the ratio in the children of probands, the ratio in children of affected paternal and maternal grandparents of probands, suggest the polygenic nature of vitiligo.